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1. News and Ideas

We welcome your comments and articles to the E-Newsletter.

NAFSCC Policy
We do not give out the NAFSCC membership list to any individual or 
organization. We would gladly receive ads or information to be posted in the 
e-newsletter.



NAFSCC Member as of September 13, 2005

 Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA

Archdiocese of Anchorage

Archdiocese of Baltimore

Archdiocese of Cincinnati

Archdiocese of Dubuque

Archdiocese of Hartford

Archdiocese of Louisville

Archdiocese of Milwaukee

Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon

Archdiocese of San Antonio

Archdiocese of San Francisco

Archdiocese of St. Louis

Archdiocese of Toronto

Buena Vista

Diocese of Allentown

Diocese of Baton Rouge

Diocese of Brooklyn

Diocese of Buffalo

Diocese of Calgary

Diocese of Camden

Diocese of Charleston

Diocese of Cleveland

Diocese of Corpus Christi

Diocese of Crookston

Diocese of Davenport

Diocese of Erie

Diocese of Fort Worth

Diocese of Grand Island

Diocese of Hamilton

Diocese of Harrisburg

Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux

Diocese of Jackson

Diocese of Lake Charles

Diocese of Las Cruces

Diocese of Nashville

Diocese of Oakland

Diocese of Owensboro

Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee

Diocese of Phoenix

Diocese of Portland

Diocese of Raleigh

Diocese of Richmond

Diocese of Sacramento

Diocese of Salina

Diocese of San Bernardino

Diocese of Santa Rosa

Diocese of Saskatoon

Diocese of Sioux City

Diocese of St. Petersburg

Diocese of Trenton

Diocese of Victoria

Diocese of Yakima

National Pastoral Life Center 

RENEW International

The Ruthenian Byzantine Eparchy of Parma



NAFSCC NETWORKING PROJECT
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES

2005

INTRODUCTION

The twenty-eight respondents to this year’s Networking Project include one 
diocese with 40 parishes in Canada, eighteen dioceses, and ten archdioceses 
representing 5,370 parishes and missions in the United States, of which 220 are 
Military Installations with increasing numbers of Small Christian Communities. 
All participants indicated that SCCs exist in their arch/dioceses. Although clear 
statistics are not available, nearly 1000 parishes and missions report that they do 
have some form of SCC.

1. What is the current state of SCCs in your arch/diocese? What do you see as 
the future of SCCs in your arch/diocese? What ethnic, cultural, language groups 
are represented in the SCCs in your arch/diocese? What types of SCCs are 
present in your diocese?

The responses are varied. Some are very encouraged by the growth of their SCCs 
and some indicate that because of different circumstances their SCC growth is 
slow but stable. For the most part the respondents are confidant about the future of 
SCCs.

Many cultures and languages are represented across the North American continent 
and are present in SCCs. Languages include: English, Spanish, French, 
Vietnamese, Tongan, Korean, Native American, Filipino, Haitian, Creole and 
more. New immigrants from African nations, a variety of European and Asian 
countries as well as Black Catholics are increasingly represented in small faith 
gatherings.

SCC groups are predominately seasonal groups (Advent, Lent). However, some 
SCCs meet year round. Some are ministerial or family groups.
Respondents report that pastors generally see SCCs as a good thing, promoting 
them and giving them support. Some indicate that they do not have the support of 
the pastors or the parish staff.

2. What % of your time is spent working with SCCs? Do you feel that you have 
adequate time to devote to the SCCs? Explain what other areas of responsibility 
are included in your position? With what other arch/diocesan departments do 



you collaborate in promoting and sustaining SCCs (e.g. young adult, Hispanic/ 
other language, social ministries, adult faith formation, religious education, 
stewardship, etc.)? Are any of your collaborators listed as NAFSCC members 
from your arch/diocese? If not, who is listed?

Of the 28 respondents, 23% is the average of their time given to the development 
of SCCs. Several respondents do work full-time with SCCs. The norm however, is 
that most have 20% or less of their time available for the development of SCCs and 
wear many other “hats.” Because of diocesan budget cuts and downsizing the other 
“hats” include: adult education, family ministry, sacramental preparation, 
evangelization, planning and directing workshops and conferences.

Collaboration with other offices is essential for many, especially with the offices of 
Young Adult Ministry, Youth Ministry, Religious Education, Stewardship, Justice 
and Peace, Black Catholics, Family Life and Hispanic Ministry.

MATERIALS AND RESOURCES CURRENTLY IN USE

3. What materials/resources have you been using for SCCs training in your 
arch/diocese? What materials/resources are your parishes using for faith 
sharing? are you using materials in languages other than English? Which 
materials have you found most helpful to SCCs? Does your arch/diocese create 
its own materials? if so, are you willing to share them?

Materials and resources for training include: NAPRC (Pastoring the Pastors and 
Called to Lead), Quest, Catholics Seeking Christ (developed for the military), 
Today’s Parish, Follow Me, NPLC guidelines, Disciples in Mission, RENEW 
materials in Spanish and in English, Facilitating for Growth, SCCs: A Vision of 
Hope for the 21st Century, Buena Vista, Sunday by Sunday, Word and Worship 
Workbook, PNCEA materials, Eucharist: Source & Summit, Signposts, Little 
Rock and DeSales videos, Christ among Us, Justice and Peace materials, and 
parish created materials.

The materials and resources used for Faith Sharing include: Disciples on the 
Journey, Disciples in Mission, NPLC Lent Resource, RENEW, Prayer Time and 
Sunday by Sunday, Exploring the Sunday Readings.
Created resources: Living Like Francis Today, Petit groupe de partage de foi, 
Communaute de foe, Equipe de soutien, Resource Manual for Small Christian 
Communities, some pilot projects are in the making,



Other languages used in materials are: Vietnamese, French, Spanish, and others.
Some create their own materials and resources and most are willing to share them.

ARCH/DIOCESAN WEB SITE

4. Does your arch/diocese have a website with SCC information and resources 
on it? If yes, what is the website address? If yes, does your arch/diocesan website 
have a link to NAFSCC?

Fifteen of the 28 respondents do have a website with SCCs information and 
resources on it. Many have links to NAFSCC. Some are in the process of 
developing a website.

NAFSCC GOALS

5. NAFSCC exists to assist you in your ministry with SCCs. What are the most 
pressing issues you are facing in your ministry with SCCs? How can the 
NAFSCC website better serve your ministry? What contributions can you make 
to the NAFSCC website (information, articles, current arch/diocesan workshops, 
on-going formation experience, suggestions, description of your own projects, 
etc.)? How do you like e-newsletter? WHAT COULD WE DO BETTER? HOW 
CAN YOU CONTRIBUTE?

Pressing issues facing in the SCCs ministry are:
  Developing effective strategies for ongoing promotion and recruitment
  The commitment of the people, time.
  Maintaining/keeping existing groups
  Budget cuts and smaller staffs limit resources and ability to attend to SCCs

NAFSCC website can serve better by:
  Meeting and bringing its members together for an annual mutual resourcing event
  Pointing to resources that provide answers to Catholic questions.
  Being interactive. Having a “members only” section where members can network
  Keeping it updated and putting current resource lists for parishes to access.
  Posting e-mail addresses of all members in order to promote networking.
  Giving more information in French

What contributions can you make?
  I would be happy to do a piece for the newsletter on our 20th anniversary 



celebration of the beginnings of SCCs in the Archdiocese.
  Writing an article about Catholics Seeking Christ.
  Offer workshops and training.
  Submitting articles/suggestions, ideas and translating into Spanish.
  Provide a list of members and their contact information, feature practical 
resources for training of SCCs leaders.

Newsletter, and how can we do better?
  Like it very much, thanks for sending it to me
  Very good with articles of substance and getting better all the time, have more of 
our members contribute.
  Love it! Keep up the good work
  It is well done and informative. I would appreciate hearing ideas for themes, etc. 
of coming editions to see whether I would be able to contribute to that particular 
issue.

CONFERENCE NETWORKING

6. Given the current reality of today’s church and growing realization of the 
increasing significance of the role of SCCs in faith formation for the vibrant 
life of the church for the immediate future, we are continually challenged to 
create new possibilities for networking and formation for diocesan personnel 
ministering to SCCs.

What national gatherings do you regularly attend? What ideas/suggestions do 
you have for networking or for connecting with other scheduled events? Are 
you participating in, or aware of, any regional SCC gatherings? What has 
helped you most in your ministry to/with SCCs?

National gatherings regularly attended include: NAFSCC, Buena Vista, National 
Catholic Youth Conference, NCCL, NAICE, NALM.

Suggestions for networking or for connecting with other scheduled events:
  NAFSCC network and connect with other SCCs organizations (Buena Vista, 
NAPRC, and National Pastoral Life Center)
  Hold NAFSCC gatherings at NCCL and NAICE, NALM.
  Announce scheduled events on the WebPages and in the newsletter
  Recommend the Maryknoll Mission Institute, NY as a possible network for 
training in discipleship and mission (cost is very reasonable)
  Work toward communication/collaboration in planning/publicizing events



Sixteen (16) respondents do not participate in any type of regional SCCs 
gatherings. Few are aware of any regional SCCs gatherings, and some are hoping 
to create gatherings in local regions. Regional gatherings include: The Southern 
New Jersey Alliance for SCCs, NCCL Santa Fe Province-States of Arizona & New 
Mexico, NACARE’s Region.

What has helped most in your ministry to/with SCCs?
  Collaborating with others involved in the same vision
  Working on local and national scene
  Listening to the young men and women in the military for whom we were 
creating the resources
  Appreciating the support of a Core Team and the possibility to create new 
materials in French
  The support of the NAFSCC Board Members
  Networking with other directors and dialoging with the active SCCs
  The availability of quality resources.
  Meeting with peers to hear what they are doing and reflecting on how to boost 
SCCs in the country
  Firmly believing that SCCs are vehicles for evangelization connecting faith with 
daily life are forces that keep me motivated
  The RENEW experience
  Disciples in Mission
  Workshops on SCCs and reading material on SCCs
  Experience, trying different things
  Personal and ministerial vision and commitment to/for SCCs

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER

7. The membership year is July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006. The cost is 
$100.00 (US/CAN) and entitles you, plus four of your colleagues, to receive the 
benefits of membership. If you have not already renewed your membership, 
please send it to Ms. Diane Kledzik, PO Box 40200, St. Petersburg, FL 33743-
2000, Phone: 727/374-0209 E-Mail: dmk@dosp.org

There was little written response to this question, although membership renewal 
has been significant. Several responses included: “Glad to be reminded” and “The 
new brochure and letterhead are stunning. It took months to work on the 
translations and design. Thanks to all who worked on it…”



Thank you to all who have responded.
NAFSCC Board Member: Patricia Froning, OSF pat.froning@pastoral.org

2. Upcoming Events

National Pastoral Life Center Annual Parish Convention
Spirituality and the Parish, Keynote: Ron Rolheiser, OMI Conference
November 17-19, 2005, Radisson Hotel, Ft. Worth, Texas

NCCL Convention April 30-May 4, 2006 at the O’Hare Hyatt Regency, Chicago, 
Illinois

NAICE (North American Institute for Catholic Evangelization) Conference 
July 12-16, 2006, Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio

3. Share Good News
Rev. Pierre Goudreault, Diocese of Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec coordinated a 
day of formation for those involved in Small Christian Communities in 
Canada. Below are the photos and description of the day in English and 
French.







THE DIOCESE OF LAS CRUCES IS COMMITTED
TO PROMOTE AND NURTURE

SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES
THROUGHOUT THE DIOCESE 

David McNamara and Ms. Margarita Hayes, Diocese of Las Cruces

In late July of this year approximately 200 parish catechetical and youth ministry 
personnel gathered at Holy Cross Parish in Las Cruces, NM, to experience the 
2005 version of the Diocesan Catechist and Youth Ministers’ Day of Enrichment, 
the Keynote Speaker for the event was Sister Donna Ciangio, OP, who led 
participants through an analysis of how different generations relate and respond to 
parish ministry and catechetical initiatives. Sr. Donna is Chair of the NAFSCC and 
Project Director of the National Pastoral Life Center.

The diocese used this event to encourage catechists and youth ministers to join 
Small Christian Communities/faith sharing groups. “The Big Picture of Small 
Christian Communities” was the title of the workshop presented by Sr. Donna 
Ciangio. Participants were able to learn what constitutes a Small Christian 
Community, why people join, and why it is essential for the life of the disciple and 
the parish.  The workshops included theology as well as practical how-to’s for 
getting the communities going and growing, creating a parish vision as well as 
understanding of what kind of leadership will be necessary. 

Sr. Donna was also invited to present this workshop at St. Jude Parish in 
Alamogordo, NM, to three more parishes that are part of the Tularosa Basin 
Vicariate, one of the six vicariates that form our diocese. Sr. Donna emphasized 
how SCCs are a great tool for adult faith formation, evangelization, and for 
creating support and networking among different ministries in the parish. Many of 
the different ministries groups that attended are now in the process of forming their 
own faith-sharing groups.

NAFSCC Board Members and E-Mail Addresses:
Sr. Marci Blum, Archdiocese of Dubuque: DBQCFL/AF@arch.pvt.k12.ia.us
Carlette Chordas, Diocese of Youngstown: cchordas@youngstowndiocese.org
Sr. Donna Ciangio, National Pastoral Life Center: dciangio@nplc.org
Sr. Patricia Froning, Diocese of Owensboro: pat.froning@pastoral.org
Rev. Pierre Goudreault, Diocese of Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec: 
p.goudreault@cablevision.qc.ca
Ms. Margarita Hayes, Diocese of Las Cruces: mhayes@dioceseoflascruces.org



Ms. Diane Kledzik, Diocese of St. Petersburg: dmk@dosp.org  

Visit NAFSCC website: w w w . n a f s c c . o r g

We hope you enjoyed reading this.
For additions, comments and address changes, to the

NAFSCC E-Newsletter
please email Marci Blum OSF at DBQCFL/AF@arch.pvt.k12.ia.us


